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WHY YOUR DOG IS THIS LITTLE FELLA’S WORST NIGHTMARE
Oblong turtles in the Perth metropolitan area are at risk from dog owners who allow their dogs off-leash.
The Perth-based Turtle Oblonga Rescue and Rehabilitation Network has expressed concern at the number of dog attacks on turtles.
The Turtle Oblonga Network’s Chair, Ruth Haight, said that many of the turtles admitted into care were as a result of dog attacks.  “As well we are seeing many animals with old scars resulting from punctures by canine teeth” she said.  “Recovery for turtles attacked by dogs is both expensive and lengthy.   We only see the turtles which are lucky enough to be rescued; how many aren’t rescued and simply crawl away and die a slow, painful death ?”
“The problem caused by unleashed dogs is much bigger than we had realised.   A dog off-leash is not under control; by the time the owner has reached the dog it has already injured the turtle.  When dogs attack turtles, their canine teeth penetrate the shell, usually puncturing the turtles’ lungs with the result that the turtles will drown if not rescued, and treated.” 

Ms Haight said that a common misconception is that a turtle’s shell is akin to a suit of armour; that they’re impervious to injury when, in fact, the opposite is true.  “A turtle’s shell is living bone which is easily broken and punctured.” she added.
“It has been the experience of the Network’s members that dog owners who walk their dogs off-leash invariably believe that their dog “wouldn’t hurt anything” or that the dog “is under control”; a false belief which results in many turtles and bobtails lizards being unnecessarily injured.”
“Dogs cannot resist reptiles; they can’t help themselves but their owners can.” said Ms Haight.   
Dogs are required to be leashed at all times unless in a designated off-leash area, or at a dog beach.    
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